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Seeing the Joseph Needham Problem in the

Creation Process of Modern Physics

——A Case Teaching Arts Physics

Li Jiading

(Physics Experiment Center, Guangzhou College of South China University of Technology, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510800)

Abstract; In order to explore the “Needham Question” during physics teaching in the liberal arts, arranged an

assignment to students. From the creation process of modern physics, modern science is formed from natural

sciences of ancient Greece thought and innovation achievements, We choose a few representative examples just like

Copernicus, Kepler, Galileo, Descartes, and Newton, and so on. According these examples to seek the “Needham

Question” and the reason behind the backward of modern science in China. Through these cases teaching to enhance

students understand of the physical start-up process of historical knowledge; and make them pay attention to

rationalism and scientific literacy. which it is conductive to carry out following arts physical teaching course.

Key words: arts physical teaching;Joseph Needham problem;case teaching
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