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The History of Brachistochrone

Issue and an Ingenious Solution

Yang Yiyi

(School of History and Culture of Science, Shanghai Jiaotong University, Shanghai

200240)

Abstract: Tracing and exploring the history of the brachistochrone problem. Begin with Galileo's initial

exploration of this question, briefly narrate the process and reasons of Johann Bernoulli’s open challenge, introduce

his ingenious solution to this question, then expound the historical significance of his promotion of the development

in the field of analysis in the 18th century.
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